
Be Your Own Bodyguard
Be Your Own Bodyguard (BYOB) is an approach to personal 
empowerment through three intertwined dimensions: Astral (mental clarity 
and intuition), Mental (self-esteem and emotional resilience), and Physical 
(body strength and defense skills). Rather than relying on external forces, 
this framework teaches you to fortify yourself from within. In today’s 
fast-paced world, we are “bombarded by societal conditioning and multi-
sensory stimuli,” which can cloud our judgment and inner sense of self. 
BYOB encourages us to clear this noise and build a robust personal 
firewall against stress, self-doubt, and physical threats 
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Prologue: The BYOB Framework and Three Pillars

Be Your Own Bodyguard (BYOB) is an approach to personal 
empowerment through three intertwined dimensions: Astral (mental clarity 
and intuition), Mental (self-esteem and emotional resilience), and Physical 
(body strength and defense skills). Rather than relying on external forces, 
this framework teaches you to fortify yourself from within. In today’s 
fast-paced world, we are “bombarded by societal conditioning and multi-
sensory stimuli,” which can cloud our judgment and inner sense of self 
sporttain.net. BYOB encourages us to clear this noise and build a robust 
personal firewall against stress, self-doubt, and physical threats.

At its heart, BYOB means taking full responsibility for your own safety 
and well-being on all levels. As one source notes, the ultimate goal of 
standing-meditation training is to “reclaim our authentic selfness” and 
cultivate inner peace sporttain.net. We begin our journey by exploring each 
pillar. The Astral pillar deals with awareness and focus – essentially, 
sharpening the “astral body” or mind. The Mental pillar develops self-
worth and resilience so you can face life’s challenges with confidence. The 
Physical pillar hones your body strength, martial skills, and intuitive 
defense. Each part is crucial on its own, but together they form a holistic 
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shield. Indeed, it is often said that these qualities “function harmoniously 
[to] create a robust firewall” for your life, and that cultivating each one 
daily is the key to personal security and success sporttain.netsporttain.net.

In the chapters that follow, we’ll dive deep into each pillar with stories, 
examples, and practical exercises. By the end, you’ll have a clear strategy 
for “being your own bodyguard” – guarding your mind, heart, and body – 
and living more freely and powerfully.
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Part I: Astral (Mental Clarity)

Chapter 1: The Astral Pillar – Cultivating Mental Clarity

The term astral here refers to the realm of consciousness and intuition – 
the non-physical part of you that processes thoughts, perceptions, and 
insights. Astral training is essentially about mental clarity and awareness. 
In practice, it involves learning to see situations clearly, free of judgment 
or conditioning, so you can make better decisions and sense danger or 
opportunity intuitively.

Often, our mental clarity is clouded by “noise” – habits of thought, 
opinions, and past conditioning. As one practitioner writes, most people 
live by “opinions, opinions, opinions,” comparing everything to what they 
already know thefeel.org. This mental chatter is a form of ignorance and 
insecurity. True clarity requires letting go of judgments. In the words of 
ancient wisdom, “The Sage lives without resistance, and so nobody can 
resist him” thefeel.org – meaning a clear mind does not get stuck or 
tangled in fixed opinions. To achieve this, we must wake up from 
autopilot.
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A useful mental model is the idea of the “matrix of conditioning.” Just as 
in a simulation, our beliefs and fears have been programmed by culture, 
media, and habit. Breaking free means questioning automatic thoughts. 
The process of “reclaiming our authentic selfness” involves decoding 
societal conditioning and cultivating inner peace sporttain.net. For 
example, you might notice a knee-jerk reaction: “I must say ‘yes’ to not 
disappoint others.” Recognizing this as conditioned behavior is the first 
step; then you can deliberately choose a different response, like stating 
your boundaries calmly.

Practical Scenario: Imagine walking down a city street at night and 
sensing someone following you. A clear mind helps you assess the 
situation calmly and trust your instincts. Maybe you notice subtle cues – 
the pace of footsteps behind you, a glancing shadow, or an uneasy feeling. 
By staying mentally alert (not lost in worries or distractions), you can 
decide to cross the street or head to a well-lit area. In this way, astral 
awareness acts like an early warning system.

Exercise – Mindful Perception: Spend 5 minutes each day observing 
your environment without labeling anything as “good” or “bad.” Sit 
quietly and note sounds, sensations, and thoughts, but avoid judgments. 
For example, if a thought like “This traffic is annoying” arises, simply note 
it as a thought and let it pass. This cultivates a neutral awareness, as 
described in Taoist practice: “Live without resistance, and nobody can 
resist you” thefeel.org. Over time, this sharpens your ability to notice 
subtle cues in any situation without bias.

Key Insight: The Astral pillar is about mastering awareness. When your 
mind is clear and free of unnecessary noise, you can perceive reality more 
truthfully. This clarity is the foundation for inner power. As one martial-
arts article notes, standing meditation (a contemplative practice) might 
look simple on the outside, but internally it trains “balance, and mental 
focus” thefeel.org. We’ll explore those techniques next.

Chapter 2: Meditation & Mindfulness Practices

A cornerstone of astral training is meditation and mindfulness – practices 
that center the mind and refine awareness. One powerful method is the 
Chinese “Zhan Zhuang” standing meditation (Taikiken’s Ritsuzen). In this 
practice, you stand still in a specific posture, focusing on breathing and 
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feeling energy flow. The movements are minimal, but the internal focus is 
intense.

Taikiken founder Kenichi Sawai learned Zhan Zhuang from the Chinese 
martial tradition. The essence of this practice is standing like a tree: relax 
your body, align your spine, and remain motionless. Outwardly, it seems 
passive, but “standing meditation might seem simple or even boring from 
the outside. However, it is deceptively rigorous on the inside – training the 
body’s internal alignment, breathing, balance, and mental focus”
thefeel.org. In other words, while you stand, you’re actually cultivating a 
deep well of calm power. This “standing Zen” becomes the root from 
which agility and technique can later grow thefeel.org.

Exercise – Tree Stance (Zhan Zhuang): Find a quiet spot indoors or 
outside. Stand with feet about shoulder-width apart, knees slightly bent. 
Tuck the pelvis gently under so your spine is straight as if suspended from 
above. Relax your shoulders and let your arms float as if hugging a tree 
trunk (about chest-high). Close your eyes or soften your gaze. Focus on 
slow, deep breaths. If thoughts wander, gently bring attention back to the 
breath or to physical sensations (like weight in your feet). Start with 1–2 
minutes per session, gradually increasing to 5–10 minutes. Over time, you 
will notice a calm alertness and greater body awareness even when you 
return to daily life. Researchers have found that such standing meditation 
can actually increase parasympathetic (relaxation) tone and develop 
resilient muscles “without hypertrophy,” echoing the old saying “soft 
outside, iron inside” thefeel.org.

Breathwork and Mantra: Another useful practice is breath-sound 
exercises. In Taikiken training, practitioners do explosive exhalations 
(hakkei), shouting or hissing as they strike or tense their bodies. This 
combines physical movement with a sharp breath, reinforcing diaphragm 
snap and mental focus thefeel.org. You can practice by doing 3 sets of 5 
sharp exhalations while standing in place, accompanied by a loud “HAA” 
sound. Alternatively, simply focus on lengthening your breath throughout 
the day – inhaling slowly to a count of 4, then exhaling to 4. This rhythmic 
breathing helps clear mental fog and anchor your mind.

Inner Quietude: Besides movement, cultivating stillness is key. A helpful 
anecdote: a student once told a story of sitting in a busy café with the noise 
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of chatter and dishes clattering around. By focusing inward on her breath 
and choosing not to resist or react, she found an unexpected calm amidst 
chaos. This is the paradox of Ritsuzen: in stillness lies strength. Even an 
active warrior must sometimes stand motionless to sharpen his senses.

Practical Point: Aim to integrate short mindfulness breaks into your day. 
Whenever you feel stress building – at your desk, in traffic, or before a 
meeting – pause for 30 seconds, close your eyes if possible, and take three 
full, slow breaths. This simple drill can prevent mental clutter from 
spiraling. Over weeks, it builds a habit of maintaining clarity under 
pressure.

By regularly practicing standing meditation and mindful breathing, you 
train astral awareness on a daily basis. You become more attuned to your 
body’s signals (tension, fear, discomfort) and more grounded in the present 
moment. This clarity is a key asset when you need to assess situations 
quickly or remain composed in a crisis. As one guide to Taikiken explains, 
standing meditation is “not an adjunct to training – it is the training, the 
very root from which agility, power, and technique grow” thefeel.org. In 
short, a strong astral practice makes everything else easier to handle.

Chapter 3: Breaking Conditioning – Inner Cleansing Rituals

Mental clarity also requires cleaning out old conditioning – those deep-
seated beliefs and habits that no longer serve us. This is where techniques 
like journaling, introspection, and ritual come in. The idea is to identify 
and release limiting beliefs and negative emotions so you can stand free of 
them.

One useful framework comes from Taoist-inspired cleansing rituals. The 
practice goes like this: In a quiet place, mindfully write down the “bad 
habits, addictions and weaknesses” that drain your energy thefeel.org. On 
separate pages, list the mistakes you feel sorry for and make a firm 
commitment (in writing) to correct them. This act of writing externalizes 
inner burdens, making them concrete. As thefeel.org notes, this self-
directed method “improves your feeling of self-respect and self-control, 
since you are doing it all by yourself and for yourself” thefeel.org. By 
documenting your situation on paper, you clear mental noise and gain 
insight into your inner life.
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Exercise – Cleansing Journal Ritual: Take three sheets of paper. On the 
first, write all the negative self-talk and worries you carry (“I always fail,” 
“I’m not good enough,” etc.). On the second, write the behaviors or habits 
you want to let go (“procrastination,” “people-pleasing,” “fear of 
confrontation,” etc.). On the third, write the positive traits or affirmations 
you want to cultivate (“I am capable,” “I forgive myself,” etc.) – reframing 
each negative. Review and refine your entries until they truly reflect what’s 
in your heart. Then, one by one, destroy the first two pages (safely burn, 
shred, or tear them up) symbolically releasing those burdens. Keep the 
third page as a daily reminder. This ritual is a simple yet profound way to 
unburden your mind. Over time, you will notice greater ease and presence, 
as if a weight has lifted.

Anecdote: Consider Maya, a young professional constantly anxious about 
work. She realized her fear of failure was paralyzing her. Using the above 
ritual, she wrote “I fear I will embarrass myself” on a page and then 
burned it. Each time she confronted a challenge without that fear, her 
confidence grew. Writing and releasing feelings gave her a tangible sense 
of inner cleansing.

Mindful Living: Beyond formal exercises, aim to live more mindfully. 
Notice when you react on autopilot. For instance, if someone criticizes you 
and your first reaction is defensiveness or hurt, pause and ask: “Is this 
criticism true? Or is it triggering an old insecurity?” By questioning such 
reactions, you weaken their power over you. Gradually, “becoming free of 
your past” becomes possible – you cease acting out of outdated 
conditioning thefeel.org.

In summary, the Astral pillar is about cleansing and clarity. Through 
meditation, breathwork, and introspective exercises, you sharpen 
perception and free yourself from internal noise. This mental clarity forms 
the foundation for resilience in the next pillar. As thefeel.org emphasizes, 
these practices help cultivate a state of inner peace and flow in everyday 
life sporttain.net – an essential first step in being your own bodyguard.
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Part II: Mental (Self-Esteem & Emotional Resilience)

Chapter 4: Building Self-Esteem – Your Inner Scoreboard

Self-esteem is often described as the “internal scoreboard” of worth and 
ability sporttain.net. It’s the voice inside that says, “I believe in myself” or 
“I can handle this.” Strong self-esteem empowers you to take risks and 
face challenges. In a protective role, it acts like armor against self-doubt: if 
you truly value yourself, you won’t second-guess standing up for your 
boundaries or taking control of a situation.

Understanding Self-Esteem: Healthy self-esteem comes from 
appreciating your abilities and accepting your limits as areas to grow 
mail.thefeel.org. Think of a martial artist progressing through belt ranks. 
Each new skill and test passed becomes evidence of capability. In daily 
life, we can emulate this. Start by listing your strengths and past 
achievements. For example, maybe you were praised for calming a 
conflict, solving a problem, or learning a new skill. Recognize these and 
give yourself credit. Likewise, acknowledge areas for growth, but treat 
them compassionately. Instead of “I’m a failure at time management,” say 
“I’m learning to organize my time better.”
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Example Story: Imagine Carlos, who struggled with public speaking. He 
used to think, “I’m terrible at talking in front of people.” To rebuild his 
self-esteem, he set small goals: one meeting at work, then a short 
presentation, then a seminar. Each success, even minor, reinforced his 
capability. Over months, his inner scoreboard shifted from “I can’t” to “I 
did it before, I can do it again.” This mirrors the idea that “High self-
esteem empowers you to… recover from setbacks with resilience” 
sporttain.net.

Positive Self-Talk: Become aware of your inner dialogue. Are you more 
often critical or encouraging? Challenge negative self-talk by asking for 
evidence: if your mind says “You’ll never learn this,” counter with, “I’ve 
learned difficult things before. I can learn this too.” Use affirmations: 
simple statements like “I am strong,” “I learn from challenges,” said aloud 
each morning can rewire self-perception over time. The act of speaking 
kindly to yourself literally rewires your brain for confidence.

Exercise – Small Wins Calendar: For one month, carry a small notebook 
or use a phone note. Every day, write down one thing you did well or one 
challenge you overcame (no matter how small). It could be “handled a 
tough conversation calmly” or “completed a workout.” At the end of each 
week, review these entries. This habit trains your mind to notice positive 
outcomes, reinforcing your sense of value and competence.

Growth Mindset: Embrace challenges as opportunities. When you fail or 
make a mistake, treat it as data, not a catastrophe. Ask: “What can I 
learn?” and move forward. This approach aligns with the ethos of martial 
arts training, where a missed punch is just a lesson in timing. Each belt 
level is earned by repeatedly facing better opponents. Similarly, your 
personal growth happens through repeated effort. Remember, “Martial 
artists build confidence through discipline and gradual challenge” 
mail.thefeel.org – and you can apply the same principle in life.

By actively nurturing self-esteem, you create a mindset of confidence. This 
mental strength means you’re less likely to crumble under pressure or be 
swayed by others’ negativity. Instead, you trust your own capabilities. As 
one source puts it, self-esteem is about “recognizing your strengths, 
addressing your weaknesses, and continuously striving for personal 
growth” sporttain.net. With a healthy self-esteem, you’re more prepared to 
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defend yourself—because you know your own worth and feel entitled to 
protect it.

Chapter 5: Emotional Resilience – Bouncing Back Stronger

Being your own bodyguard isn’t only about strength when things go well; 
it’s also about resilience when things go wrong. Emotional resilience 
means recovering from setbacks – criticism, failure, or loss – without 
letting them knock you off course. It is the mental grit that enables you to 
stand tall after being pushed.

Reframing Failure: A helpful mindset is to view failure as feedback 
rather than a final verdict. Every successful person has a “tapestry of 
mistakes,” as one entrepreneur puts it. When you fail at something, 
analyze it calmly. What went wrong? Can you adjust your approach? This 
reframing turns an emotional blow into valuable information. For example, 
if a business plan didn’t work out, instead of thinking “I’m a failure,” see it 
as “I learned one way that doesn’t work; next time I’ll try something 
different.” Over time, this attitude builds a shield against despair.

Social and Situational Resilience: We also face interpersonal challenges 
– a sharp criticism from a colleague, a break-up, or betrayal by a friend. 
Here, emotional resilience comes down to self-soothing and perspective. 
Allow yourself a moment to feel hurt or disappointed, but set a time limit. 
Then, counteract negative feelings with positive ones. Engage in an 
activity you enjoy or talk to a supportive person. Remind yourself of times 
you’ve bounced back. It helps to remember that emotions are fleeting. This 
rollercoaster is temporary; you have overcome storms before.

Writing for Release: A powerful tool mentioned earlier is writing. If you 
feel weighed down by emotions, write them out as if on paper. Describe 
what happened and how you feel, then tear up or delete the note – a kind 
of cathartic release. This ritual, inspired by Taoist cleansing, not only 
clears your mind but “improves your feeling of self-respect and self-
control” thefeel.org. By taking charge of your own narrative on paper, you 
take charge of your emotions.

Exercise – Emotion Checkpoint: Whenever a strong negative emotion 
hits, pause and label it: “I feel anger” or “I feel sadness.” Rate its intensity 
1–10. Then take 10 deep breaths, imagining the number dropping each 
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exhale. Next, jot down one rational reason this emotion is occurring and 
one self-affirmation (e.g., “This anger is because I felt unheard; I will 
communicate calmly” or “This sadness will pass; I have overcome tough 
times before”). This practice disengages the automatic whirlwind and 
replaces it with thoughtful assessment. Repeat as needed to build calm.

Stress Inoculation: Gradual exposure to stressors can also build 
resilience. For example, if public speaking terrifies you, start by speaking 
in front of a mirror, then to a friend, then to a small group. Each step 
increases comfort. Similarly, in physical self-defense training, sparring 
drills simulate stress in a controlled way. In life, you can similarly practice 
difficult conversations or take on small fears in a safe environment to 
prove to yourself that you can handle them.

Supporting Example: An often-cited story is of a soldier in training who 
is repeatedly knocked down (physically or metaphorically) and told to get 
up and keep going. Each time he stands again, his will strengthens. Life’s 
challenges are like that: the more you practice standing up after being 
knocked, the easier it becomes. Emotional resilience is “the ability to 
recover, adapt, and even thrive,” turning adversity into growth.

Building emotional resilience means you no longer crumble under 
pressure. A critical part of being a bodyguard is staying composed when an 
attacker tries to rattle you. If someone insults or provokes you, instead of 
flying into rage or fear, draw on your resilience skills: breathe, recognize 
the reaction, and respond calmly. This inner strength often discourages 
further conflict, effectively serving as your emotional shield.

Chapter 6: Daily Drills for Mental Fortitude

Just as physical fitness requires regular workouts, mental and emotional 
strength benefit from daily drills. These exercises train your brain to 
default to clarity, confidence, and calm under pressure.

• Morning Affirmation Session: Begin each day by stating (aloud or 
in your mind) three positive statements about yourself (e.g., “I am 
focused,” “I handle challenges with grace,” “I respect my body and 
mind”). This primes your self-esteem and mindset for the day.
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• Body Scan Meditation: Once or twice a day, take 1–2 minutes to do 
a quick body scan. Close your eyes and mentally scan from head to 
toe, noticing areas of tension. Consciously relax those muscles. This 
increases somatic awareness (astral/physical bridge) and reduces 
stress.

• Stress Rehearsal: Visualize a challenging scenario (e.g., speaking 
up to a boss, standing up to a bully, or reacting to a surprise test). 
Practice in your mind how you would handle it calmly. Visualization 
creates neural pathways so that, when the real situation occurs, your 
mind will have a ready plan.

• Resilience Journaling: At night, write one sentence about something 
that went well despite difficulties, and one sentence about how you 
overcame a problem today (or what you learned from a struggle). 
This reinforces the habit of seeing setbacks as solvable and 
achievements as intentional.

• Exposure Practice: Identify a small fear or discomfort (like saying 
“no” to a minor request). Set a goal to confront it this week. Prepare 
by planning what you’ll say. After doing it, reflect on how it went 
and how you felt – celebrate that you faced it. Over time, these small 
wins build an unshakeable inner foundation.

Scenario Training: An effective example is the “imagined debate.” 
Picture a common conflict: perhaps a coworker unjustly blames you. Write 
down what you might say in response. Practice speaking those words 
aloud or to yourself, focusing on calm tone and clear points. Role-playing 
with a friend can also help. These rehearsals give you confidence so that in 
the actual moment, you’re less likely to freeze or overreact.

Through consistent mental drills, your brain learns to operate from a 
position of strength. Just as your muscles remember movements, your 
mind remembers calm, confident responses. Over time, this results in a 
resilient habit: when stress comes, you automatically tap into your mental 
toolkit. Such preparedness is key to the BYOB approach: you not only 
survive stress, you become stronger because of it.
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Part III: Physical (Body Strength & Defense)

Chapter 7: Physical Foundations – Posture and Conditioning

The final pillar of BYOB is the physical body – building real strength, 
agility, and defensive skill. The journey begins with posture and 
conditioning. A strong body provides the platform from which you project 
confidence and power.

Posture and Alignment: Good posture isn’t just about looking confident; 
it’s about structural health and readiness. Recall the standing-meditation 
exercises from the Astral pillar. Those natural stances (e.g., Shizentai, or 
“natural posture”) are ideal for daily life too thefeel.org. Imagine a string 
pulling you up from the top of your head – this lifts your spine, engages 
your core, and opens your chest. Pulling shoulders back and down opens 
the chest and ensures breathing is unrestricted. Regularly check your 
posture: when sitting or standing, adopt the alignment of your meditation 
stance. Over time, this prevents back pain and keeps you mentally alert 
(slouching triggers fatigue).
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Strength Training: To be your own physical bodyguard, develop overall 
body strength and endurance. You don’t need a gym; bodyweight exercises 
are excellent. A basic routine can include push-ups (or wall push-ups), 
squats, lunges, and planks. Aim for consistency: start with one set of 10 
push-ups, 15 squats, a 30-second plank, and a one-minute jog in place, 
done 3 times a week. Gradually increase repetitions or add variations (e.g., 
incline push-ups, squat pulses) as you grow stronger. These exercises build 
the core stability and muscle power essential for defending yourself.

Breathing and Core: A strong core is not just abdominal muscles; it’s 
about integrated strength through your hips and torso. Include exercises 
like wall sits or dead bugs (lying on your back, raising opposite arm and 
leg) to engage deep core and hip muscles. Pair these with breath control: 
inhale to prepare, then exhale sharply during the exertion (e.g., on the push 
or lift). This syncs your breath with power generation. In martial terms, it 
echoes the hakkei concept: “imagine compressing a spring, then let 
structure rebound—no wind-up.” thefeel.org The audible exhale should 
come naturally as you push through an exercise.

Mobility and Flexibility: Equally important is maintaining flexibility. 
Stretch major muscle groups after your workouts: chest, shoulders, hips, 
hamstrings. Flexibility prevents injuries and allows more effective 
movement in a confrontation. For example, tight hips hinder a strong 
punch or kick. Include hip openers and shoulder stretches daily. Yoga or 
mobility drills for 10 minutes a day can make a big difference in how your 
body moves fluidly.

Example Routine: John, a busy office worker, started feeling stiffness in 
his neck and shoulders from sitting at a desk. He began a habit of doing 
one minute of wall push-ups and one minute of gentle neck/shoulder 
stretches every hour. Over weeks, he noticed improved posture (less 
slouching) and no more afternoon fatigue. He didn’t set out to be an 
athlete, but these small exercises became a foundation for greater physical 
awareness and strength.

Physical conditioning also releases endorphins and builds confidence. 
Each time you add a rep or hold a plank a few seconds longer, your mind 
records that achievement (see Part II on celebrating wins). This loops 
back to higher self-esteem: “Set achievable goals and celebrate small 
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wins” medium.com in caring for your body, and you’ll feel more in control 
of yourself.

Chapter 8: Self-Defense Techniques and Drills

Strength and posture prepare the body, but self-defense skills give you 
practical tools to protect yourself. This chapter provides simple but 
effective drills to build reflexes, awareness, and defensive techniques. 
Even basic training can drastically improve your ability to handle physical 
threats.

Situational Awareness: The first line of defense is avoiding danger by 
noticing it. Always be mindful of your surroundings. Practice scanning a 
room for exits and potential hazards. In a crowd, try to position yourself 
with your back against a wall and people facing you, so you can see 
potential threats. This habit can deter attackers who seek easy targets.

Basic Strikes: Learn a few reliable techniques. For example:

• Straight punch: Stand in fighting stance (one foot forward, hands up 
to protect face). Use your dominant hand to snap a straight punch, 
rotating your hip and shoulder for power. Aim for the chin or torso of 
an imaginary attacker. Practice slowly at first, then with more speed.

• Palm heel strike: Lift the palm of your dominant hand straight up 
into the attacker’s nose or chin. The heel of the palm can be very 
effective and is less likely to injure your hand.

• Knee strike: If someone is close, drive your knee up into their 
midsection. Simulate by holding a heavy bag at chest height and 
thrusting your knee upward strongly.

Train these strikes into muscle memory. As one Taikiken guide suggests, 
combine strikes with breath for power: “Short shock exhales while 
releasing hakkei reinforce… focus” thefeel.org. For instance, strike (or 
simulate striking a pad) and shout sharply “HA!” on impact. This not only 
adds force but grounds you emotionally.

Drill – Pushing Hands (Pair Exercise): If you have a training partner, a 
well-known drill is “pushing hands” thefeel.org. Begin with both partners 
lightly touching wrists, elbows, or shoulders. With slow movement, each 
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tries to unbalance the other using gentle pushes. The goal is to feel the 
partner’s energy and learn to yield or redirect it. One step: start eyes 
closed, sensing the tension in the arms. Respond to a gentle push by giving 
way and then returning pressure with your hips or stepping. This teaches 
you to react to touch (tactile cues) rather than relying on sight – an 
invaluable skill if an attack surprises you up close thefeel.org. Over time, 
move to open eyes and more dynamic pushes. Remember: the aim is to 
stay relaxed and responsive, not to overpower.

Environmental Adaptation: Real fights rarely happen on a perfect flat 
mat. Try to adapt your training. For example, practice a strong stance 
while standing on uneven ground (e.g., a hill or grassy field). Throw a few 
kicks or punches wearing different footwear or even holding something 
mild in your hands (like a small backpack) thefeel.org. The goal is to stay 
balanced and maintain form despite the challenge. Sawai famously had 
students practice on gravel to toughen them. By intentionally making 
conditions hard, you ensure that normal conditions will feel easier – a 
technique summarized as “train with changes… maintain structure 
regardless of terrain, payload, or weather.” thefeel.orgthefeel.org

Scenario Practice: Run through imagined confrontations. For instance, 
rehearse taking a sip of your drink with one hand while keeping the other 
in a fist near your face, just in case. Role-play situations like someone 
grabbing your wrist: practice stepping back hard and dropping your weight 
to pull your hand free. These rehearsals, even when done in a safe 
environment, build the reflexes and confidence needed.

Consistency Over Intensity: You don’t have to be in a dojo weekly to 
improve. Short, consistent practice is effective. For example, spend 5 
minutes a day shadowboxing (imagine an opponent and throw strikes in 
the air). Add simple calisthenics between rounds. This routine improves 
coordination and keeps you ready.

Building these skills prepares your body to act under stress. But remember, 
the body and mind work together. When under attack, your breathing 
pattern and mental calm learned in the Astral pillar will help you think 
clearly, while your strength and technique will execute those decisions.

Chapter 9: Integrated Practice – Uniting Body, Mind, and Spirit
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True mastery lies in integration. The last step of being your own 
bodyguard is blending the astral, mental, and physical practices into a 
seamless lifestyle. When these pillars are balanced, each supports the 
others, creating a resilient and harmonious self.

Daily Routine Example: Consider starting each day with a mini triad of 
practices: begin with 5 minutes of meditation or focused breathing 
(Astral), followed by 5 minutes of affirmations or journaling (Mental), and 
finish with 5 minutes of dynamic stretching or martial drills (Physical). 
This “time block” routine energizes you physically, clears your mind, and 
sets a positive intention. On days when time is short, even a 2-minute 
version of each can ground you.

Maintaining Balance: Notice how neglecting one pillar weakens the 
others. If you skip exercise, you might feel mentally groggy; if you skip 
sleep (astral rest), you feel emotionally fragile. Guard against these 
imbalances. For instance, if you find stress making you lash out or freeze, 
return to a breathing exercise to clear your head. If negative self-talk 
creeps in, go for a quick walk or do push-ups to break the pattern and 
release endorphins.

Mind-Body Connection: Many martial arts say the mind directs the body. 
The Taikiken tradition emphasizes starting from standing stance (“the very 
root from which agility, power, and technique grow” thefeel.org). In daily 
life, this means any physical movement (from a punch to picking up 
groceries) should be done with awareness. Feel the ground under your feet, 
breathe smoothly, and keep your posture aligned. Over time, being aware 
of your body becomes second nature. This awareness is itself protective – 
for example, you’ll automatically avoid a rusty nail or feel tension before 
it becomes pain.

Continuous Learning: The journey doesn’t end. Seek new challenges to 
test and expand your pillars. Take a self-defense class or learn a calming 
meditation technique. Read stories of resilience or martial principles to 
inspire you. As Sporttain puts it, building these qualities is a “lifetime 
journey” – over “forty years of training” and counting sporttain.net. 
Remember that the goal is progress, not perfection.

Integration Anecdote: One weekend retreat story illustrates this well. 
Participants practiced standing meditation in the morning (astral), attended 
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a workshop on self-confidence (mental), and did martial arts drills in the 
afternoon (physical). By the end, many reported feeling completely 
different – more centered, empowered, and capable. They didn’t just gain 
three separate skills; they experienced how calm breathing helped a harder 
punch, how confidence improved their balance, and how physical effort 
cleared emotional blocks.

In essence, the BYOB approach is to align your spirit, mind, and body 
in harmony. Just as an armed bodyguard prepares equipment (physical) 
and mental alertness (astral) and maintains personal confidence (mental), 
you are equipping yourself on all fronts. This holistic strength ensures that 
if one sense is limited, the others compensate. For example, if you’re tired 
(physical), your emotional resilience will keep you cautious. If you’re 
momentarily unfocused (astral), your self-esteem will prevent panic.

By faithfully practicing and integrating all three pillars, you embody the 
principle often mentioned in these traditions: you become your own guru 
and guardian. The final safeguard is your integrated self – attuned, 
empowered, and ready for life’s challenges on every level.
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Epilogue: Integrating the Three Pillars

We began with a vision: to Be Your Own Bodyguard by strengthening mind, 
heart, and body. Now we see that the journey involves much more than just 
fighting skills. It is about cultivating mental clarity (Astral), building self-
esteem and resilience (Mental), and developing body strength and defense 
(Physical). Together, these pillars form a comprehensive personal firewall.

• When your astral clarity is strong, you perceive threats and opportunities 
early, think creatively under pressure, and stay centered amidst chaos.

• When your mental strength is robust, you face criticism and failure with 
confidence, learn from setbacks, and maintain a positive self-image.

• When your physical body is disciplined, you can move decisively, 
protect yourself effectively, and use your environment to your advantage.

Remember that each pillar reinforces the others. The muscular steadiness from 
astral training supports physical balance; the confidence from mental training 
fuels your willingness to act; the fitness from physical training backs up your 
emotional endurance. It’s a virtuous cycle.
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As you close this eBook, commit to daily practice. Choose at least one 
exercise or habit from each pillar and integrate it into your routine. Track your 
progress in a journal or simply remind yourself weekly to check in with each 
pillar. Over time, you’ll notice a subtle but powerful shift: you carry yourself 
more upright, speak with conviction, and meet challenges with a clear, 
unshaken mind.

In this age of rapid change and uncertainty, being your own bodyguard means 
being proactive about your well-being. By taking charge of your mental clarity, 
self-worth, and physical capability, you no longer rely solely on external 
systems or others for safety. You become a source of safety for yourself.

Final Thought: Cultivating these qualities is like tending a garden: daily 
attention yields rich harvests of confidence and security. As one motivational 
piece suggests, cultivating self-esteem and resilience essentially “creates a 
written picture of your inner life” and empties it of unnecessary fear thefeel.org. 
In doing so, you paint a life of strength and authenticity. Go forward as your 
own guardian – clear, confident, and strong.
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Index

• Astral Clarity, cultivating 

• Breathing exercises 

• Confidence building 

• Emotional resilience 

• Journaling practice 

• Meditation (Zhan Zhuang/Ritsuzen) 

• Physical conditioning 

• Posture and alignment 

• Self-Defense drills 

• Self-Esteem 

• Standing meditation 
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• Self-Assessment exercise 

• Visualization/Stress rehearsal 
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